
 

   

Knox County  

Pesticide & Fertilizer Recertification 
 

Due to COVID uncertainties the pesticide & fertilizer recertification  
classes have been pushed to March.  

 
Thursday March 3, 5:30 – 9:30 p.m. 

Wednesday March 9, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Tuesday March 22, Noon – 4:00 p.m. 

 
Fertilizer is the first session at each class 

 
Cost = $35.00 for pesticide, $10.00 for Fertilizer, $45.00 for both 

Call the Extension office at 740-397-0401 to reserve your spot. 

 
Ramser 4-H Activity Center  

(on the fairgrounds) 

700 Perimeter Dr.  Mount Vernon, OH  43050 
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OSU Extension Knox County Ag News 

 

The Central Ohio Agronomy School 

To register call the Extension Office at 740-397-0401 or visit  

https://u.osu.edu/knoxcountyag/agricultural-news/ 

 
 

https://u.osu.edu/knoxcountyag/agricultural-news/
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OSU Extension Knox County Ag News 

New Enlist Labels – When Enlist is Outlawed, Only Outlaws…… 
By: Dr. Mark Loux, OSU Extension 

 
Sometimes you’d like the s**t to stop hitting the fan just long enough to get cleaned up, but you can’t get a 
break. Like when you’re in the middle of an endless pandemic, a worldwide shipping fiasco, herbicide scar-
cities and price increases, and parts shortages. And just when you had it worked out to use Enlist herbicides 
on Enlist soybeans for 2022 so you wouldn’t have to deal with dicamba, their use is no longer legal in your 
county. We’re trying to find something reassuring to say here, but there’s not much.  The USEPA issued a 
new seven-year registration for Enlist One and Enlist Duo, valid through January 2029.  Changes include a 
revised application cutoff for soybeans, “through R1” that replaces “up to R2” on previous labels, and the 
addition of a slew of spray nozzles to the approved nozzle list.  The most significant change for Ohio is 
that due to changes in endangered Species information, Enlist One and Enlist Duo cannot be used in 
12 Ohio counties:  Athens, Butler, Fairfield, Guernsey, Hamilton, Hocking, Morgan, Muskingum, 
Noble, Perry, Vinton, and Washington. We contacted Corteva to see if this was likely to change anytime 
soon, and got no assurances of this, although the PR information they have distributed indicates it is possi-
ble. 
 
Read more at: https://u.osu.edu/knoxcountyag/2022/01/19/new-enlist-labels-when-enlist-is-outlawed-only-
outlaws/ 
 

The Ohio Farm Custom Rates Survey data collection has launched once again.  
 
The online survey for 2022 is available at: https://go.osu.edu/ohiofarmcustomratesurvey2022 
A large number of Ohio farmers hire machinery operations and other farm related work to be completed by 
others. This is often due to lack of proper equipment, lack of time or lack of expertise for a particular opera-
tion.  Many farm business owners do not own equipment for every possible job that they may encounter in 
the course of operating a farm and may, instead of purchasing the equipment needed, seek out someone with 
the proper tools necessary to complete the job. This farm work completed by others is often referred to as 
“custom farm work” or more simply “custom work”. A “custom rate” is the amount agreed upon by both 
parties to be paid by the custom work customer to the custom work provider.  

Custom farming providers and customers often negotiate an agreeable custom farming machinery rate by 
utilizing Extension surveys results as a starting point. Ohio State University Extension collects surveys and 
publishes survey results from the Ohio Farm Custom Survey every other year. This year we are updating our 
published custom farm rates for Ohio. 

We kindly request your assistance in securing up-to-date information about farm custom work rates, ma-
chinery and building rental rates and hired labor costs in Ohio. 

This year we have an online survey set up that anyone can access. We would ask that you  respond even if 
you know only a few rates.  We want information on actual rates, either what you paid to hire custom work 
or what you charged if you perform custom work. Custom Rates should include all ownership costs of im-
plement & tractor (if needed), operator labor, fuel and lube. If fuel is not included in your custom rate 
charge there is a place on the survey to indicate this. 
You may access the survey at: https://go.osu.edu/ohiofarmcustomratesurvey2022 
If you prefer a document that you can print out and fill out by hand to return, email Barry Ward 
at ward.8@osu.edu 
 
The deadline to complete the survey is March 31,2022.  

https://u.osu.edu/knoxcountyag/2022/01/19/new-enlist-labels-when-enlist-is-outlawed-only-outlaws/
https://u.osu.edu/knoxcountyag/2022/01/19/new-enlist-labels-when-enlist-is-outlawed-only-outlaws/
https://go.osu.edu/ohiofarmcustomratesurvey2022
https://go.osu.edu/ohiofarmcustomratesurvey2022
mailto:ward.8@osu.edu
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OSU Extension Knox County Ag News 

The 2022 PLC and ARC Decision 

By: Gary Schnitkey, Nick Paulson, and Krista Swanson, Department of Agricultural and Consumer Econom-
ics, University of Illinois and Carl Zulauf, Department of Agricultural, Environmental and Development Eco-
nomics Ohio State University. 

Farmers will again have until March 15 to make commodity title program selections. Given the current high 
prices, commodity title payments are not expected from any program option for the 2022 marketing year. If a 
change in conditions resulted in payments, those would be received in October 2023, after the close of the 
2022 marketing year. Farmers wishing to purchase the Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO) crop insurance 
policy must select Price Loss Coverage (PLC) as the commodity title choice. Based on current price projec-
tions, Agriculture Risk Coverage at the county level (ARC-CO) will maximize the chance of payment for 
soybeans, although that chance will be small. The probability of payments is roughly the same for corn and 
soybeans. 

Read more at: https://u.osu.edu/knoxcountyag/2022/01/14/the-2022-plc-and-arc-decision/ 

 

It's a good time for a farmland leasing update 

By: Peggy Kirk Hall, Associate Professor, Agricultural & Resource Law 

 

Winter is a good time to review farm leases, and current information is critical to that process.  That's why 
our Farm Office team is offering its Ohio Farmland Leasing Update, a webinar on February 9, 2022 from 7 
to 9 p.m.   I'll be joined for the webinar by co-speakers Barry Ward, Leader of Production Business Manage-
ment for OSU Extension, and attorney Robert Moore. 

 

On the legal side, we'll share legal information to help parties deal with addressing conservation practices in 
a leasing situation, using leases in farmland succession planning, Ohio's proposed new law about providing 
notice of termination, and ensuring legal enforceability of a lease.  On the economic side, Barry Ward will 
provide a current economic outlook for Ohio row crops, research on cash rent markets for the Eastern Corn 
Belt, and rental market outlook fundamentals.  We'll also overview farmland leasing resources. 

 

There is no fee for the webinar, but registration is necessary.   

Register at: https://go.osu.edu/farmlandleasingupdate. 

https://u.osu.edu/knoxcountyag/2022/01/14/the-2022-plc-and-arc-decision/
https://go.osu.edu/farmlandleasingupdate
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Planning for the Future of Your Farm” Workshops offered by OSU Extension 

By: by: David Marrison, OSU Extension-Coshocton County, marrison.2@osu.edu 

 
To kick off 2022, OSU Extension will be offering “Planning for the Future of 
Your Farm” workshops to help farm families actively plan for the future of their 
farm business. The workshops are designed to help farm families learn strategies 
and tools to successfully create a succession and estate plan which can be used 
as the guide to transfer the farm’s ownership, management, and assets to the 
next generation. Learn how to have the crucial conversations about the future of 
your farm. 
 
Topics discussed during this series include: Developing Goals for Estate and 
Succession; Planning for the Transition of Control; Planning for the Unex-
pected; Communication and Conflict Management during Farm Transfer; Legal 
Tools & Strategies; Developing Your Team; Getting Your Affairs in Order; and 
Selecting an Attorney.  This workshop will be taught by members of the OSU 
Farm Office Team. 
 
Families can choose to attend the workshop virtually or in-person at regional 

workshops which will be held across the state. These sessions being offered include: 
 
Virtual “Planning for the Future of Your Farm” Workshop 
 
A virtual version of this workshop will be held on January 31 and February 7, 21 & 28, 2022 from 6:30 to 
8:00 p.m. via Zoom. Because of its virtual nature, you can invite your parents, children, and/or grandchildren 
(regardless of where they live in Ohio or across the United States) to join you as you develop a plan for the 
future of your family farm. 
 
Pre-registration is required so that a packet of program materials can be mailed in advance to participating 
families. Electronic copies of the course materials will also be available to all participants. The registration 
fee is $75 per farm family.  The registration deadline is January 25, 2022. More information and on-line reg-
istration can be obtained at go.osu.edu/farmsuccession 
 
In-Person “Planning for the Future of Your Farm” Workshop 
 
In addition to the webinar series, 3 regional in-person workshops will be held in February and March of 2022. 
Each of these programs will be held from 9:00 to 4:00 p.m.  The base registration cost for each of these meet-
ings is $85 for 2 attendees, lunch and 1 notebook.  Additional participants can attend for a $20 fee and extra 
sets of the course material can be purchased for $15. Registration is due 1 week prior to each event. 
 
Read more at: https://u.osu.edu/knoxcountyag/2022/01/14/planning-for-the-future-of-your-farm-workshops-
offered-by-osu-extension/ 
 
 

 

OSU Extension Knox County Ag News 

https://u.osu.edu/knoxcountyag/2022/01/14/planning-for-the-future-of-your-farm-workshops-offered-by-osu-extension/
https://u.osu.edu/knoxcountyag/2022/01/14/planning-for-the-future-of-your-farm-workshops-offered-by-osu-extension/
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Good Agricultural Practice Training (GAPs) 

What is GAPs class? An educational course that covers good agricultural practices or ‘GAPs’, which helps 

reduce the risk of on-farm produce contamination. Learn about water quality, worker training, health and hy-

giene, manure and compost handling, domestic and wild animals.  

Attending the OSU GAPs class does not equate to being ‘GAPs Certified.’ Many auctions, markets, stores, 

etc require this training to sell your products. This training is a requirement to sell at the Mount Vernon 

Farmer’s Market.  

Thursday, April 7, 2022- 4pm at the OSU Extension Office Conference Room- 160 Columbus Road, Mount 

Vernon. Cost for the training is $20 per person.  

Space is limited, please register at the OSU Extension Office 740-397-0401 or email Schirtz-

inger.55@osu.edu.  

 

Mount Vernon Farmer’s Market New Vendor Orientation Meeting  

Are you interested in selling your products at the Mount Vernon Farmers Market? Plan to attend this informa-

tional meeting to get all your questions answered. Learn how to become a vendor, what cost is involved, and 

what licenses you may need. 

Saturday, February 19, 9:00 A.M.- Registration for seating is required!  

Location: Ramser 4-H Activity Center (adjacent to the fairgrounds)  

      700 Perimeter Drive, Mount Vernon 

To Register or For More Information Contact:  

Sabrina Schirtzinger- OSU Extension Educator at 740-397-0401 or Schirtzinger.55@osu.edu.  

Marty Trese- Market Coordinator at 740-501-7019 

 

Starting Seeds Indoors  

By: Sabrina Schirtzinger, OSU Extension Educator Knox County  

 

Are you “itching” to begin gardening again!? I sure am! One way to get started early is by starting seeds in-

doors. Plants started indoors germinate sooner and produce a healthier root systems. Plus, plants are ready to 

be planted as soon as the threat of frost is gone! Using bottom heat from a heat mat can help prevent damping 

off. Damping off is the death of tiny seedlings due to pathogens at the surface of the potting mix.  

What do you need to start plants indoors?  

Containers- You do not have traditional seed starting trays. Yogurt cups, restaurant salad containers with 
a plastic top, dixie cups, any container that has drainage will work!  

OSU Extension Knox County Ag News 

mailto:Schirtzinger.55@osu.edu
mailto:Schirtzinger.55@osu.edu
mailto:Schirtzinger.55@osu.edu
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• Seed starting mix  

• Seeds  

• Spray bottle with water,  

• Saran wrap (if you don’t have tray domes),  

• Grow lights or sun light,  

• Plant labels (popsicle sticks, plastic utensils, anything to 

 write plant variety on) 

Step 1: Fill containers with seed starting mix. 

Step 2: Plant seeds no deeper than the diameter of the seed. You 

can use a pencil to make a hole prior to planting. Don’t worry 

about over planting you will need to thin the seedlings after they 

germinate.   

Step 3: Moisten with a spray bottle. If starting seeds and caring 
for transplants is something you think you would like to start do-

ing , then invest in a gallon sprayer like 
pictured below. You will thank me later!  

 

Step 4: Cover with a tray dome or saran warp. This will create the greenhouse 

like effect.  

Step 5: Place in sunlight or under grow lights. Once seedlings have germinat-

ed you can remove the saran wrap or dome.  

Important Tip: Read the back of your seed packet to time seedlings to be 

ready for planting outside after the last frost-free date. Here is a timeline to 

give you an idea of when to start your seedling.  

 6-8 weeks: peppers, tomatoes, and cauliflower  

                                                 4-6 weeks: lettuce, brussel sprouts, and cabbage  

                                                 3-4 weeks: watermelon, cucumbers, and squash  

 

Our frost-free date is approximately May 15, so you will need to start your peppers and tomatoes indoors 

between March 20 and April 3.  

Source: Ferree, R. (2017, January 20) Starting Seeds Indoors. The University of Illinois Extension. Re-

trieved from:  https://extension.illinois.edu/blogs/ilriverhort/2017-01-20-starting-seeds-indoors 

 

OSU Extension Knox County Ag News 
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Knox County Farm Service Agency  

Applying for Farm Storage Facility Loans 

FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to build or 
upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and storage and han-
dling trucks (including semi-trucks). 

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities. Eligible 
commodities include corn, grain sorghum, soybeans, oats, wheat, barley, minor oilseeds harvested as whole 
grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables 
for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry 
(unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and dis-
charge of water), malted small grains and maple sap or syrup. Eligible malted small grains include barley, oats, 
rice, rye and wheat. Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns, cold storage facilities for eligible com-
modities, and more.  

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and loans between $50,000 and 
$100,000 may require additional security. Loans exceeding $100,000 require additional security.  The 7-year 
FSFL interest rate is 1.3750% for January 2022. 

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are de-
signed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses, new farmers, 
operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and underserved produc-
ers. 

Subscribers Can Receive Important Program Updates through SMS Messages 

Farmers can sign up to receive notifications from their county office through text messages on their cell phone. 

Whether producers are in the field, or on a tractor, this service enables FSA customers and stakeholders to re-
ceive notifications while on the go. Producers will receive text messages regarding important program dead-
lines, reporting requirements and program updates.  

To enroll, producers must text a keyword consisting of the 2 letter state abbreviation and the county name from 
which they want to receive alerts to FSANOW or the numeric keys (372669) on your cell phone.  For exam-
ple, producers wishing to receive alerts from Knox County FSA would text the keyword OHKNOX to 
372669.  Producers interested in enrolling in a different county would need to text OH and the county name to 
372669 to begin to receive alerts from their FSA County office.  Producers will receive a system generated re-
ply if they have successfully enrolled. Standard text messaging rates apply. Contact your wireless carrier for 
details associated with your particular data plan. Participants may unsubscribe at any time. 

Please contact our FSA office if you have questions regarding FSA’s email news service or the new text mes-
sage option.  
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Knox County Farm Service Agency  

CRP Cost Share Reminders 

Our office would like to remind our conservation participants, that once you have successfully completed your 
CRP practice and gathered all bills, receipts, and seed tags to submit these to FSA for cost share reimburse-
ment. Make sure there is an itemized bill for all components listed on your CRP Conservation Plan. If any of 
the work was done by yourself, include a bill for work completed, time to complete, and cost.  

Participants are advised that starting or installing a practice before approval of the CRP contract is at your own 
risk. Cost share may be ineligible if the offer is not accepted or if the practice does not meet specifications in 
the approved Conservation Plan.  

Please be advised that this is a cost share payment program. As a participant, you are willing to share in the 
expense of improving and conserving natural resources on your land. As such, you may have out of pocket ex-
penses.   

For more information or if you have any questions about cost share reimbursements, please call our office. 

FSA is Accepting CRP Continuous Enrollment Offers 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting offers for specific conservation practices under the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) Continuous Signup. 

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the program agree to remove environmentally 
sensitive land from agricultural production and to plant species that will improve environmental health and 
quality. The program’s long-term goal is to re-establish valuable land cover to improve water quality, prevent 
soil erosion, and reduce loss of wildlife habitat. Contracts for land enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length. 

Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation practices can be 
enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers for continuous enrollment are not subject to competitive bidding during 
specific periods. Instead they are automatically accepted provided the land and producer meet certain eligibil-
ity requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed the statutory cap.  

For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, contact your Knox County FSA office at 740-
392-0891. 

Conservation at Work Video Series 

A  video series from NRCS and farmers.gov, Conservation at Work, presents 
short and easy to understand videos about popular conservation practices. These 
videos feature producers explaining how an individual practice helps their land 
and why they are using it. The videos shine the spotlight on farmers, ranchers, 
and forestland owners from across the U.S. who explain why they’ve imple-
mented the conservation practices and how they work on their land. They also 
provide insight into how each practice is helping them protect and improve re-
sources and save time and money. 

We’ve got videos showcasing high tunnels, no-till, cover crops, prescribed grazing, and many more.  Check out the 
Conservation at Work video series  at farmers.gov/conserve/conservationatwork. 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/crp-continuous-enrollment-period-factsheet.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/crp-continuous-enrollment-period-factsheet.pdf
https://www.farmers.gov/conserve/conservation-at-work
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Knox County Farm Service Agency  

USDA Encourages 2022 ARC and PLC Enrollment 

FSA is encouraging producers to contact their local USDA Service Centers to make or change elections and to enroll 
for 2022 ARC or PLC, providing future protections against market fluctuations. The election and enrollment period 
opened on Oct. 18, 2021 and runs through March 15, 2022.   

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-CO or PLC, which are both crop-by-crop, or ARC-IC, which is for 
the entire farm. Although election changes for 2022 are optional, producers must enroll through a signed contract each 
year. Also, if a producer has a multi-year contract on the farm and makes an election change for 2022, it will be neces-
sary to sign a new contract.     

If an election is not submitted by the deadline of March 15, 2022, the election remains the same as the 2021 election 
for crops on the farm.  Farm owners cannot enroll in either program unless they have a share interest in the farm.      

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, len-
tils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed, and wheat.     

Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early  

FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any farm operation for just about 
any purpose.  The traditional farm operating and farm ownership loans can help large and small farm operations 
take advantage of early purchasing discounts for spring inputs as well expenses throughout the year.   

Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 for both Farm Ownership and Operating 
Microloans to eligible applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller operations and non-traditional operations, can be 
used for operating expenses, starting a new agricultural enterprise, purchasing equipment, and other needs associated 
with a farming operation. The staff can provide more details on farm operating and microloans and provide loan appli-
cations. Loans to beginning farmers and members of underserved groups are a priority.  

Other types of loans available include: Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as 
loan collateral and obtain a 9-month loan while the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the producer 
and allow them to market the crop when prices may be more advantageous.    

Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build 
permanent structures used to store eligible commodi-
ties, or for storage and handling trucks, or portable or 
permanent handling equipment. A variety of new and 
used structures are eligible under this loan, including 
bunker silos, semi, grain trailers, grain carts, grain bins, 
hay storage structures and refrigerated structures for 
vegetables and fruit. A producer may borrow up to 
$500,000 per loan.   
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Knox County Farm Service Agency  

Low Interest Commodity Loans Provide Options for 2021 Crops 

Marketing Assistance Loans (MAL’s) are marketing tools available to producers beginning upon harvest and provides 

interim financing at harvest time to help meet cash flow needs without having to sell their commodities until favorable 

market conditions emerge.  With the current market conditions producers who have access to on-farm storage or ware-

house storage should consider a Marketing Assistance Loan (warehouses must be able to issue acceptable warehouse 

receipts).  Contact our Farm Service Agency (FSA) county office for additional information on warehouse loans. 

Producer Eligibility 

To be eligible for a MAL the producer must: 

Comply with conservation and wetland protection requirements; 

Submit an acreage report for all cropland on all farms; 

Have and retain beneficial interest until the loan is repaid or Commodity 
Credit Corporation (CCC) takes title to the commodity; 

Meet adjusted gross income limitations. 

Commodity Eligibility 

To be eligible for a MAL the commodity must: 

Be merchantable for food, feed or other uses as determined by CCC; 

Meet specific CCC minimum grade and quality standards;  

Merchantable contaminated commodities are eligible for a recourse loan at 
the full loan rate. 

Final Availability Dates 

March 31st is the final availability date for a wheat loan.  For instance, producers that harvest a wheat crop this sum-
mer, have until March 31, 2022 to apply for a wheat loan.   

May 31st is the final availability date for a corn or soybean loan.  For instance, producers that harvest a corn and soy-
bean crop this Fall have until May 31, 2022 to apply for a corn or soybean loan.   

 

Save Big by Planting Trees on Your Home, Farm 

Did you know the cooling effect of a young, healthy tree is the same as having 10 air conditioners operating 20 hours 
every day? In addition to their cooling power, trees provide other benefits. Trees growing along the banks of rivers 
and streams keep the soil and nutrients on your land and ensure the water running off is cleaner downstream. These 
same trees also help prevent floods by slowing down water during periods of heavy rain. As the water slows, it helps 
recharge underground aquifers that supply fresh water for drinking wells and irrigation.  

A native deciduous tree planted in the right location can keep your house or barn temperature regulated. To maximize 
your energy savings, plant your large deciduous trees on the east, west and northwest of your building.  Doing so can 
help you reduce your air conditioning needs by 30 percent and heating needs by 20-50 percent depending on your lo-
cation. 
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Knox County Farm Service Agency  

Farm Safety 

Flowing grain in a storage bin or gravity-flow wagon is like quicksand — it 
can kill quickly. It takes less than five seconds for a person caught in flowing 
grain to be trapped.   

The mechanical operation of grain handling equipment also presents a real 
danger.  Augers, power take offs, and other moving parts can grab people or 
clothing. 

These hazards, along with pinch points and missing shields, are dangerous 
enough for adults; not to mention children.  It is always advisable to keep chil-
dren a safe distance from operating farm equipment.  Always use extra caution 
when backing or maneuvering farm machinery.  Ensure everyone is visibly clear and accounted for before ma-
chinery is engaged. 

FSA wants all farmers to have a productive crop year and that begins with putting safety first. 

The Knox County Farm Service Agency is Hiring  

The Knox County Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting applications for a Part time, temporary Program 
Technician position. The FSA is an exciting and rewarding place to start, build, and/or continue your ca-
reer.  Be part of our team and help support the well-being of Ohio agriculture and the American public. 

FSA is seeking candidates with farming experience and/or knowledge to perform work in support of Ohio ag-
riculture and farmers This position is responsible for: 

• Carrying out office activities and functions pertaining to one or more of the program areas administered in 
the county. 

• Interpreting and explaining procedures, program regulations and forms to producers and other agency per-
sonnel. 

• Utilizing various web-based software applications to maintain producer data and processing automated 
forms. 

• Using a high degree of initiative and judgment in planning and carrying out assigned tasks and resolving 
problems encountered.. 

Application deadline is 2/4/2022 

Individuals who are interested in applying for these job opportunities will mail a resume or FSA– 675 to:  

Knox County FSA 
ATTN: Katie Hill, CED 
1025 Harcourt Road– STE 500 
Mt. Vernon, Ohio 43050 
 
 USDA employees must be fully vaccinated against COVID-19. If selected, the individual will be required to 
submit documentation of COVID-19 vaccination. Contact Katie Hill at 740-392-0891  if you have specific 
questions regarding the position. 
 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

 
 



 

 15 

Knox County Soil and Water Conservation District   

Native Plant Spotlight! 

Brian Hackett, Wildlife Specialist, highlights an Ohio native perennial, shrub, and tree. 

Perennial –  

Dense Blazing Star (Liatris spicata) 

Blazing Star is a wildflower garden staple and showstopper! Stems reaching 3-5 feet tall produce an abun-

dance of small purple flowers that begin blooming at the top and slowly pro-

gress down the stalk. This perennial wildflower is a pollinator magnet and is 

usually covered in all manner of butterflies, bees, and beetles throughout its 

bloom. Dense blazing star is highly adaptable and easily grown in medium, well

-drained soil, in full sun. It is the most moisture tolerant of the blazing stars and 

can be used in rain gardens. The alternating leaves of the plant are grass-like, up 

to 10” long and dense at the base, becoming smaller as they ascend the stem. It 

typically blooms for about three weeks in mid-late summer (July – September). 

After the blooms are spent be sure to leave the spikes as birds, such as gold-

finches, will readily come and eat the seeds.  

Shrub – 

Northern Spicebush (Lindera benzoin)                                                       

 Spicebush is a single or few-stemmed deciduous shrub that grows 6-12 feet tall, with a broad, rounded hab-

it. Found naturally in moist locations in bottomlands, woods, ravines, valleys and 

along streams. It is easily grown in average, medium, well-drained soils in full sun 

to part shade. Brilliant yellow autumn color is best in sunny areas. Tolerates full 

shade, but habit becomes more open and wide-spreading. Clusters of small, aro-

matic, greenish-yellow flowers bloom along the branches in early spring before the 

foliage emerges. Flowers of female plants give way to bright red berries which 

mature in fall and are attractive to birds. Female plants need a male pollinator in 

order to set fruit, however. One of the biggest draws of this shrub is that it is the 

host plant for the spicebush swallowtail caterpillar (pictured).  

Tree –  

Black Gum or Tupelo (Nyssa sylvatica)  

Black gum, also known as black tupelo, is a large, deciduous tree typically growing 30’-60’ tall 

with a 20’-30’ spread. It is primarily a lowland tree found in low wet woods, bottomlands and 

pond peripheries, but also can be found on dry rocky wooded slopes and ravines. It is easily 

grown in average, medium to wet soils in full sun to part shade. Prefers moist, acidic soils, but 

tolerates poorly-drained soils and can adapt to dryer soils. Long taproot precludes moving estab-

lished trees. Although flowers are not showy, they are an excellent nectar source for bees. Fe-

male trees need a male pollinator to set fruit. Fruits mature to a dark blue and are attractive to 

birds and wildlife. Black gum has spectacular autumn color as smooth, waxy, dark-green sum-

mer foliage changes to fluorescent yellow, orange, scarlet and purple. Bark matures to medium 

gray and resembles alligator hide. When combined with the several other tupelo species, these 

trees have the distinction of being favorites with honey producers. The resulting honey is light 

and mild-tasting. 
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Fencing Grants Available 
A renewed program being funded by the Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District and administered in 

Knox County by the Knox SWCD is intended to provide financial incentives to landowners interested in im-

proving or restoring the aquatic habitat in a stream by protecting the land area adjacent to it from livestock 

grazing.  

The program will pay landowners to establish permanent fencing that restricts livestock access to local 

streams. It can also be used to provide alternative water sources or improved limited access points and cross-

ing areas where there is no other water available for livestock. Cost-share rates for fence establishment are 

generally based on 100% of the current USDA practice cost estimates for the Environmental Quality Incen-

tives Program for Knox County. Several different types of fencing are eligible. Required fencing offset dis-

tance from the top of the stream bank varies depending on the watershed area of the stream at that point and 

ranges from 15 to 35 feet. 

Cost share rates for necessary crossings, watering access points, or alternative water supplies in conjunction 

with fence projects will be determined on a case-by-case basis but will also generally be at 100% of the 

USDA cost basis for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program. 

For more details on the program, or to apply, contact the SWCD office at 740-393-6724 to schedule a site 

visit. 

 

SWCD Has Camp Sponsorships Available 

Camp Canopy takes place June 12 – 17, 2022 at FFA Camp Muskingum, Carroll- ton 

OH and is open to freshmen through graduating seniors.                            

To apply for a sponsorship, contact Althea Dye at 740-393-6724 or  

altheadye@knoxswcd.org   

For more camp information visit www.campcanopy.com  

 

2022 Ag/Conservation Scholarship 

The Knox SWCD is awarding a $1000 scholarship to qualifying individuals. Those students who are eligible 

include: Knox County High School Seniors or current Knox County residents pursuing their field of study in 

a post-secondary institution enrolled in an agricultural, environmental studies or wildlife field of study. 

There will be at least one agriculture/environmental studies scholarship and one wildlife scholarship. This 

scholarship program was established to financially assist students with the pursuit of a college, university or 

technical school degree. To review the eligibility and selection process, applications will be made available 

at www.knoxswcd.org or hard copies can be picked up at 160 Columbus Road. Deadline for application sub-

mission is 4:00 pm May 2, 2022. Contact us at 740-393-6724 or altheadye@knoxswcd.org with questions. 

   

 

mailto:altheadye@knoxswcd.org
mailto:altheadye@knoxswcd.org
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Welcome New Service Forester 

Greetings!  My name is Katie Gerber, and I am the new ODNR Service Forester for Knox county.  I’ve 

been a Service Forester down in southern Ohio since 2019, and I am happy to be assisting forest landown-
ers in a part of the state that’s closer to my hometown (Willard in Huron County).  After earning my Asso-
ciates of Science in Forest Management at Hocking College in 2017, I attended The Ohio State University, 

where I earned my Bachelors of Science in Forest Ecosystem Science and Management in 2019.  My favor-
ite part about my job is getting the opportunity to inform and empower landowners to make decisions that 
will improve the health and vigor of their forestland.  I also enjoy taking part in educational programs and 

events and working on our Interagency Wildfire Crew.  My landowner assistance service area includes Wy-
andot, Crawford, Morrow, Richland, and Knox counties.   I’m so enthusiastic to help landowners meet their 
goals for the forestland on their property.  Please don’t hesitate to call me at 614-425-7767 or send me an 

email at Katherine.Gerber@dnr.ohio.gov if you have any questions about tree plantings, harvesting timber, 
forestland invasive species, forest stand improvement, or any kind of forest management on your property! 

 
 

.  

mailto:Katherine.Gerber@dnr.ohio.gov
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1/26 – ODA/Case Farms 1:00 to 
7:00 pm 

1/27 – Ag Pro Expo (Millersburg) 
9:00 am 

1/29 – Knox County Pheasants 
Forever Banq. 5:00 pm Floral Val-
ley 

2/16 – Board Meeting 1:00 pm 

2/21 – CLOSED for President’s 
Day 

2/28 – OFSWCD Meeting 
(Columbus) 9:00 am 

3/1 – OFSWCD (Columbus) 9:00 
am 

3/16 – Board Meeting 1:00 pm 

3/? (TBD) – Legislative Pancake 
Luncheon  

4/4 – Tree Sale Ends 

4/27 – Area 3 Envirothon  

USDA Office 

1/31 - Deadline 2021 LDPs for wool 
and unshorn lamb pelts.   

1/31 - 2021 Emergency Assistance 
for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP) includ-
ing water hauling and hay/feed trans-
portation. Application for Payment 

Deadline for timely filed 2021 ELAP 
notices of losses. 

1/31 - Deadline for the 2021 Live-
stock Forage Disaster Program 
(LFP) Application and all supporting 
documentation. 

2/4 - FSA application deadline for 
Organic and Transitional Education 
and Certification Program (OTECP). 

2/21 - President's Day Holiday. FSA 
and NRCS Offices Closed. OR 
USDA Service Center is Closed. 

3/1 - Primary Nesting Season begins. 

3/1 - Deadline for the 2021 Livestock 

OSU Extension Office 

2/8 - Master Gardener Meeting -
6:30pm 

2/19 - New Farmers Market Vendor 
Meeting- 9am  

3/3 – Pesticide & Fertilizer Recertifi-
cation 5:30 – 9:30 pm 

3/7 - Sheep Improvement Banquet- 
7pm  

3/7 – Agronomy School 6:30 – 9:00 
pm 

3/9 Pesticide & Fertilizer Recertifica-
tion 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

3/14 - Agronomy School 6:30 – 9:00 
pm 

3/12 - Small Farm Conference 

3/21 - Agronomy School 6:30 – 9:00 
pm 

3/22 - Pesticide & Fertilizer Recerti-
fication Noon – 4:00 p.m. 

3/28 - Agronomy School 6:30 – 9:00 


